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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

May 16, 2013 

Contact:   Bob Heller | East Region Coordinator | University of the Sciences | 215-895-3133
2013 DAKTRONICS NCAA DIVISION II BASEBALL 
EAST ALL-REGION TEAMS ANNOUNCED 
St. Thomas Aquinas’ Mike Russo  Named Regional Player of the Year; 
Franklin Pierce’s Trevor Graham Named Pitcher of the Year 

Philadelphia, Pa. – St. Thomas Aquinas College senior catcher Mike Russo and Franklin Pierce University junior pitcher Trevor Graham have been named the 2013 Daktronics East Region Player of the Year and East Region Pitcher of Year respectively with the release of the 2013 Daktronics East Region Baseball Teams.  

Russo, the 2013 East Coast Conference (ECC) Player of the Year and First Team All-Conference selection produced a standout season with the bat for the ECC Champion, Spartans. Russo is currently hitting .349 with an East Region high 11 homeruns and 62 runs batted in on the season. His 119 total bases are also tops amongst league players.   Over the course of the season, he compiled 17 doubles, four triples and has an on-base percentage of .427 and .680 slugging percentage to rank amongst the top four in the ECC in these categories.  Earlier this week, the Boca Raton, Florida native was named the 2013 NCBWA East Region Player of the Year.
Graham, the 2012 Northeast-10 Conference Pitcher of the Year and First Team All-Conference selection produced an 8-2 record in 13 starts on the mound, leading the Ravens to a 32-16 record and the #6 seed in the upcoming NCAA East Region Tournament.  Graham is second in the Northeast-1o and sixth nationally with 104 strikeouts and ranks amongst the top ten pitchers in the Northeast-10 with a 1.94 earned run average.  Nationally, the Sebastian, Florida native also ranks seventh in WHIP (0.87), 14th in strikeouts to walk ratio (6.5); 20th  in hits allowed/9IP (6.29); 30th in strikeouts/9IP (10.06) and 36th in earned run average.  Graham was recently named to the NCBWA East Region First Team.
 Rounding out the 2013 Daktronics East Region First Team are Dillon McNamara  (relief pitcher) from Adelphi; Tyler Badamo (starting pitcher) from Dowling; Zach Mathieu (first base) and Dan Kemp (shortstop) from Franklin Pierce;  Casey Cotter (outfield)  from Merrimack;  James Pjura (designated hitter)  from Pace University ; Robert Kelly  (utility-non pitcher) from St. Anselm; Efrain Bautista (second base) , Stanley Susanna (third base) and Rich Baerga (outfield) from St. Thomas Aquinas;  Andrew Pezzuto  (outfield) and Junior Mendez (starting pitcher) from Southern New Hampshire;  and David Hatt  and Frank Samluk (utility-pitcher)  from Wilmington.
The second team consists of:   Adelphi’s Vincent Sharkey (2B); Bridgeport’s John Ascenzia (SS) and Tim Bickford (C); Concordia’s Cristian Fiorito (DH) and Luis Gonzalez (1B); Dominican’s Oliver Christiansen (UT-NP); Franklin Pierce’s Nick LaCroix (OF); U-Mass-Lowell’s  Shane Beauchemin (SP); Merrimack’s Alek Morency (SP); New Haven’s Peter Jay (RP) and Pat Simone (SP);  Queens’ Joe Salanitri Jr. (UT-P); University of the Sciences’ Nick Szalejko (OF) and Wilmington’s Ray Gambone (SP); Josh Hampton (3B) and Brandon Payne (OF)

The 2013 Daktronics All-East Region First Team includes several players that earned major honors from their respective leagues. In addition to Russo (ECC Player of the Year) and Graham (Northeast-10 Pitcher of the Year); Wilmington pitcher David Hatt was named the Central Atlantic Collegiate Conference (CACC) Pitcher of the Year.  Merrimack’s Casey Cotter was named the Northeast-10 Player of the Year and Dowling’s Tyler Badamo was the ECC Pitcher of the Year.  CACC Player of the Year Luis Gonzalez (Concordia) was a Second Team All-Region honoree. 
The 2012-13 Daktronics baseball All-America team will be announced on Friday, May 24. The first-team members from each of the country’s eight regions are placed on the national ballot with NCAA Division II Sports Information Directors.

The D2SIDA All-America baseball team is sponsored by Daktronics, Inc., an acknowledged world leader in scoring, timing and programmable display systems for virtually every sport at every level of competition. The teams are voted on by the members of D2SIDA, NCAA Division II Sports Information Directors Association.
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2013 Daktronics Baseball All-Region (Add One) 
2013 Daktronics Baseball All-East Region Team
FIRST TEAM 
Tyler Badamo
Senior
Dowling College
Starting Pitcher

Trevor Graham
Junior
Franklin Pierce University
Starting Pitcher

David Hatt
Senior
Wilmington University 
Starting Pitcher

Junior Mendez
Junior
Southern New Hampshire University
Starting Pitcher

Mike Russo
Senior
St. Thomas Aquinas College
Catcher

Zach Mathieu
Junior
Franklin Pierce University
First Base

Rich Baerga
Sophomore
St. Thomas Aquinas College
Outfield

Casey Cotter
Senior
Merrimack College
Outfield

Andrew Pezzuto
Graduate
Southern New Hampshire University
Outfield

James Pjura
Junior
Pace University
Designated Hitter

Efrain Bautista
Senior
St. Thomas Aquinas College
Second Base

Dan Kemp
Senior
Franklin Pierce University
Shortstop

Stanley Susana
Sophomore
St. Thomas Aquinas College
Third Base

Dillon McNamara
Senior
Adelphi University
Relief Pitcher

Robert Kelly
Senior
Saint Anselm College
Utility (Non-Pitcher)

Frank Samluk
Sophomore
Wilmington University 
Utility (Pitcher)

SECOND TEAM 




Shane Beauchemin
Sophomore
University of Massachusetts Lowell
Starting Pitcher

Ray Gambone
Sophomore
Wilmington University 
Starting Pitcher

Alek Morency
Junior
Merrimack College
Starting Pitcher

Pat Simone
Junior
University of New Haven
Starting Pitcher

Tim Bickford
Sophomore
University of Bridgeport
Catcher

Luis Gonzalez
Senior
Concordia College
First Base

Nick Lacroix
Senior
Franklin Pierce University
Outfield

Brandon Payne
Senior
Wilmington University 
Outfield

Nick Szalejko
Senior
University of the Sciences
Outfield

Cristian Fiorito
Sophomore
Concordia College 
Designated Hitter

Vincent Sharkey
Sophomore
Adelphi University
Second Base

John Ascenzia
Junior
University of Bridgeport
Shortstop

Josh Hampton
Junior
Wilmington University 
Third Base

Peter Jay
Senior
University of New Haven
Relief Pitcher

Oliver Christensen
Sophomore
Dominican College
Utility (Non-Pitcher)

Joe Salanitri Jr.
Senior
Queens College
Utility (Pitcher)

Daktronics Northeast Region Player of Year: Mike Russo, St. Thomas Aquinas College 

Daktronics Northeast Region Pitcher of Year: Trevor Graham, Franklin Pierce University 
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